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GLENDALE-RIVER HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Minutes of the  
Curriculum and Instruction Board Committee Meeting 

 
Glen Hills Middle School Board Room 

Monday, November 30, 2009 
7:00 a.m. 

 
 
1. Call meeting to order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 a.m. in the Glen Hills Board Room. 
 
2. Roll call 
Roll call: Jean Pereles-Strouse and Bryan Kennedy.  Others present: Sue Doyle, Director of Pupil 
Services, Heidi Erstad, Director of Instruction, Larry Smalley, District Administrator. 
 
3. Approve agenda 
It was moved and seconded by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse to approve the agenda.  The motion carried. 
 
4. Update on implementation of revised grades 4-8 Social Studies materials 
Ms. Erstad indicated that grades 4, 5, 6 and 8 teachers are implementing the new Social Studies 
materials in the classroom. Since they are in the Civics portion of the curriculum currently, grade 
7 will begin using new history materials in the second half of the school year. Grades 4 – 6 
teachers used late start dates to refine use of the materials. Grade 4 teachers met with the author 
of the series. Grades 5 and 6 teachers explored the electronic resources available. In grades 5, 7 
and 8, the full versions of the textbooks are available for students electronically. This provides 
students with the advantage of having flexibility in font size, allowing text to be read aloud, 
having the option to interact with and highlight text and other multimedia options and to have 
access to updated materials. Ms. Erstad will present a more extensive report to the full Board at 
the December meeting.  
 
5. Update on status of electronic report cards for grades JK-3 
Ms. Erstad reported that approximately half of the Kindergarten – grade 3 teachers were trained 
in and are using PowerSchool to enter report cards electronically with the expectation that all K-
3 teachers use this system in the 2010-11 school year. This method will expedite grade and 
comment entry, provide a more professional looking report card, and allow for more efficient 
collection and analysis of student achievement across the district.  
 
As we move forward, we will need to revise the report card indicators to more accurately align 
with changes in curriculum and to gather input from parents to ensure that our communication of 
expectations and achievement is clear.  
 
Mr. Kennedy noted that the move to more regular reporting (e.g. 3-week progress reports) and 
the availability of grades and progress electronically may reduce the need for report card work 
days for teachers. Mr. Smalley noted that these days are also used for professional development. 
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Mr. Kennedy noted that the irregularity of the fall schedule is disruptive to student learning and 
that we should strive to keep constant the schedule for the benefit of students, parents and 
teachers. Mr. Smalley indicated that the Association is in the process of reviewing the calendar 
for the upcoming school year and that these considerations would be taken into account. 
 
6. Adjourn 
It was moved by Mrs. Pereles-Strouse, seconded by Mr. Kennedy, to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 
a.m.  The motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Heidi Erstad, Director of Instruction 


